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Miriam Lord
Associate Register of Copyrights and Director of Public Information and Education

Miriam Lord is the Associate Register of Copyrights and Director of Public Information and Education for 

the United States Copyright Office. She was appointed to the position effective May 8, 2022.

Lord oversees the Office of Public Information and Education (PIE), which provides authoritative 

information about copyright law to the public, implements the Office’s communications plan, publishes 

comprehensive written and audiovisual materials, develops education and outreach programs, and 

responds to public inquiries about Office policies and practices. She is an expert copyright attorney and 

one of four legal advisors to the Register of Copyrights.

Before joining the Office, Lord was the director of the Global Intellectual Property Academy at the 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, providing domestic and international intellectual property capacity-

building, technical assistance, and education policy and programs. She has also served as co-lead of the 

U.S. Department of Commerce Equity Council’s Gender Committee. Previously, she was the director of 

the Philadelphia Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts and the founding administrator of the PA Patent pro 

bono program to provide under-resourced inventors, artists, startups, and creative nonprofits with legal 

assistance.

Lord earned a JD from Villanova University School of Law, where she was a member of the Villanova 

Environmental Law Journal. She has an undergraduate degree in the design field from Colorado State 

University.
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A I  I N I T I AT I V E

• Registration guidance

• Listening sessions and 
webinars 

• Registration and Review 
Board decisions

• Notice of Inquiry requesting 
comments yielded over 
10,000 submissions
o 88 Fed. Reg. 59,942 

(Aug. 30, 2023)

copyright.gov/ai



A R E C E N T  E N T R A N C E  T O  PA R A D I S E

Copyright claimant: Dr. Steven Thaler; 
author of the work: the “Creativity Machine”



Z A R YA O F  T H E  D A W N

Images generated by Midjourney AI technology



S U R YA S T   

Image submitted for copyright registrationAnkit Sahni’s Photograph

Van Gogh’s The Starry Night

Copyright Office Review Board Decision (December 11, 2023) at
https://copyright.gov/rulings-filings/review-board/docs/SURYAST.pdf

https://copyright.gov/rulings-filings/review-board/docs/SURYAST.pdf


T H É Â T R E  D ' O P É R A S PAT I A L

Image generated by Midjourney AI technology Image submitted for copyright registration



R E G I S T R AT I O N  P R O C E S S I N G  T I M E S  F O R  C A S E S  C L O S E D  
O C T O B E R  1 ,  2 0 2 3  T O  M A R C H  3 1 ,  2 0 2 4



I T  M O D E R N I Z AT I O N  H I G H L I G H T:  E C S  R E C O R D AT I O N  S Y S T E M

• ECS Recordation 
launched August 2022

• Majority of previously 
paper-based processes 
now online

• 22,396 documents and 
1,412,242 titles of 
works recorded through 
the online system since 
the initial launch



C O P Y R I G H T  O F F I C E  I T  M O D E R N I Z AT I O N

• The new Enterprise 
Copyright System (ECS) is 
designed to be more flexible 
and easier to use

• The Library of Congress is 
reauthorizing the Copyright 
Public Modernization 
Committee (CPMC) and 
applications for membership 
were due June 18, 2024.



L I T I G AT I O N  –  G O V E R N M E N T  A S  A  PA R T Y

Thaler v. USCO Green v. DOJ Munro v. USCO



L I T I G AT I O N  –  A M I C U S  B R I E F S

ML Genius v. GoogleWarner Chappell Music, Inc. 
v. Nealy

Andy Warhol Foundation 
v. Goldsmith

Atticus v. The Dramatic 
Publishing Company



C O P Y R I G H T  C L A I M S  B O A R D



C C B :  N U M B E R  O F  C L A I M S  F I L E D

Data covers period from 06/16/2022-03/31/2024



C C B :  S TAT E  O F  R E S I D E N C E  O F  C L A I M A N T

.
Data covers period from 06/16/2022-03/31/2024



C C B :  C L A I M  D I S P O S I T I O N S

.
Data covers period from 06/16/2022-03/31/2024



I N T E R N AT I O N A L  W O R K :  AT  W I P O
( W O R L D  I N T E L L E C T U A L  P R O P E R T Y  O R G A N I Z AT I O N )  

Standing Committee on 
Copyright and Related 
Rights (SCCR) 
• April 2024 meeting 

(SCCR-45) 

Intergovernmental 
Committee on Intellectual 
Property and Genetic 
Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Folklore 
(IGC) 

Committee on WIPO 
Standards (CWS)

Advisory Committee on 
Enforcement (ACE) 

Ongoing Engagement on 
• World IP Day
• Outreach / Women in IP
• Economic Work

www.wipo.int



J O I N T  U S C O - U S P T O  N O N - F U N G I B L E  T O K E N  S T U D Y

• 2023 public roundtables 
on trademarks, patents 
and copyrights 

• Study submitted to 
Congress March 14, 2024

• Concluded that current 
applications of NFT 
technology do not require 
changes to intellectual 
property laws.

copyright.gov/policy/nft-study



E C O N O M I C  R E P O R T:  T H E  R E S I L I E N C E  O F  C R E AT I V I T Y



F O R T H C O M I N G  E C O N O M I C  P U B L I C AT I O N S

Forthcoming Publications from the Office of the Chief Economist:

• Economics of Copyright and Artificial Intelligence

• Geographic Patterns in Individual and Organizational Copyright Registrations

• Demographic Characteristics of Independent Creators



O U T R E A C H  H I G H L I G H T:  U S C O  PA N E L  AT  S O U T H  X  S O U T H W E S T

SXSW 2024

• USCO session: What 
we wish was taught in 
art school

• Representation at the 
SXSW Expo

• Partnership with 
USPTO for additional 
sessions and outreach 
at SXSW



Subscribe to our NewsNet, blog, events, and 
other updates at copyright.gov/subscribe

CONNECT WITH US



 
 

 

 

CLE RESOURCES 
NYIPLA “Hot Topics in Copyright and Trademark”: 
New York, New York 
June 26, 2024 – 2:05pm-2:35pm ET 

 
Update from the Copyright Office 

 

Miriam Lord, Associate Register of Copyrights and Director of Public Information and Education, United 
States Copyright Office (USCO) 
 
 

2:00-2:15 Office Strategic priorities 

• U.S. Copyright Office 2022-2026 Strategic Plan | Fostering Creativity and Enriching 
Culture 

• U.S. Copyright Office Fiscal Year 2023 Annual Report 
 

  Policy and International Affairs Update - Artificial Intelligence (AI) and other topics 
 

Resources on AI and copyright 

• Copyright and Artificial Intelligence Initiative| U.S. Copyright Office 

• Looking Forward: The U.S. Copyright Office’s AI Initiative in 2024 | Copyright 
(loc.gov) 

• USCO Letter to Congress Providing Updates on its Artificial Intelligence Initiative 
• Policy statement | Registration of Works Containing Material Generated by Artificial 

Intelligence 

• Review Board decision on A Recent Entrance to Paradise (Feb. 14, 2022) 

• Docket | Thaler v. Perlmutter 

• Registration decision on Zarya of the Dawn (Feb. 21, 2023) 
• Copyright and AI | Schedule of events and video recordings - Spring and Summer 

2023 

• Notice of Inquiry dated August 30, 2023: Artificial Intelligence and Copyright 

• Artificial Intelligence Study | U.S. Copyright Office: NOI and Comments 

• Review Board decision on Theatre D'opera Spatial (Sept. 5, 2023) 
• Review Board decision on SURYAST (Dec. 11, 2023) 
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https://www.copyright.gov/reports/strategic-plan/USCO-strategic2022-2026.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/reports/strategic-plan/USCO-strategic2022-2026.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/reports/annual/2023/ar2023.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/ai/
https://blogs.loc.gov/copyright/2024/03/looking-forward-the-u-s-copyright-offices-ai-initiative-in-2024/
https://blogs.loc.gov/copyright/2024/03/looking-forward-the-u-s-copyright-offices-ai-initiative-in-2024/
https://www.copyright.gov/laws/hearings/USCO-Letter-on-AI-and-Copyright-Initiative-Update.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-03-16/pdf/2023-05321.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-03-16/pdf/2023-05321.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/rulings-filings/review-board/docs/a-recent-entrance-to-paradise.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/63356475/thaler-v-perlmutter/
https://www.copyright.gov/docs/zarya-of-the-dawn.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/ai/listening-sessions.html
https://www.copyright.gov/ai/listening-sessions.html
https://www.copyright.gov/ai/docs/Federal-Register-Document-Artificial-Intelligence-and-Copyright-NOI.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/policy/artificial-intelligence/
https://www.copyright.gov/rulings-filings/review-board/docs/Theatre-Dopera-Spatial.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/rulings-filings/review-board/docs/SURYAST.pdf
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Resources on Copyright Office Policy Studies 
Completed in FY 2023: 

• Technical Measures Consultations | U.S. Copyright Office 

• Standard Technical Measures and Section 512(i) | U.S. Copyright Office 
• Electronic Deposits and Best Edition Policy Study | U.S. Copyright Office 

 

Completed and underway in FY 2024: 

• Non-Fungible Token Study | U.S. Copyright Office and U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office 

• Artificial Intelligence Study | U.S. Copyright Office 
 

Legislation 
118th Congress – Legislation introduced 

• H.R. 576 | Copyright Clause Restoration Act of 2023 

• S. 253 | American Music Fairness Act 

• H.R. 791 | American Music Fairness Act of 2023 

• S. 835 Pro Codes Act 

• H.R. 1631 Pro Codes Act 

• S. 2857 Go Pack Go Act of 2023 

• H.R. 6966 Go Pack Go Act of 2024 

• H.R. 7228 BIRDIE Act 
 
 

2:15-2:30 Copyright Claims Board (CCB) updates; Rulemakings and Litigation Updates 

• Copyright Small Claims and the Copyright Claims Board | U.S. Copyright Office 

• Copyright Claims Board platform (ccb.gov) 

• CCB Final Determinations 

• Frequently Asked Questions | Copyright Claims Board (ccb.gov) 
• Copyright Alternative in Small-Claims Enforcement (CASE) Act of 2020 | 

Provisions 

• Copyright Alternative in Small-Claims Enforcement (CASE) Act of 2020 | 
Rulemakings 

• CCB Handbook 

• Pro Bono Assistance | U.S. Copyright Office (ccb.gov) 
• The Copyright Claims Board (CCB) (youtube.com) 

• Copyright Claims Board Statistics and FAQs 
 
 

Resources on Rulemakings 
Selected open rulemakings: 

• Group Registration for Two-Dimensional Artwork 

• Periodic Review of the Designations of the Mechanical Licensing Collective and the 

Digital Licensing Coordinator 

• Group Registration of Updates to a News Website 

https://www.copyright.gov/policy/technical-measures/
https://copyright.gov/policy/stm/
https://copyright.gov/policy/best-edition/
https://www.copyright.gov/policy/nft-study/
https://www.copyright.gov/policy/nft-study/
https://www.copyright.gov/policy/artificial-intelligence/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/576
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/253
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/791
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/835
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1631
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/2857
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/6966
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7228
https://copyright.gov/about/small-claims/
https://ccb.gov/
https://dockets.ccb.gov/search/documents?search&docTypeGroup=type%3A19&partyName&startDate&endDate&columns=docket&columns=id&columns=documentTitle&columns=documentType&columns=parties&columns=submittedDate
https://ccb.gov/faq/
https://www.copyright.gov/title17/AppendixM.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/title17/AppendixM.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/about/small-claims/related-rulemakings.html
https://www.copyright.gov/about/small-claims/related-rulemakings.html
https://ccb.gov/handbook/
https://ccb.gov/pro-bono-assistance/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1xnA-5ODX-g&list=PLkNEbE0KewNfnpvwNO3-17ci0h_6gBDdS&index=22&t=2s
https://ccb.gov/CCB-Statistics-and-FAQs.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/rulemaking/mma-late-fees/
https://www.copyright.gov/rulemaking/gr2d/
https://www.copyright.gov/rulemaking/mma-designations/2024/
https://www.copyright.gov/rulemaking/mma-designations/2024/
https://www.copyright.gov/rulemaking/newswebsite/
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• Section 1201 Exemptions to Prohibition Against Circumvention of Technological 

Measures Protecting Copyrighted Works 

• Access to Electronic Works 

• Termination Rights and the Music Modernization Act’s Blanked License 
 
 

Resources on the Music Modernization Act (MMA) 

• Orrin G. Hatch–Bob Goodlatte Music Modernization Act (MMA) provisions 

• The Music Modernization Act | U.S. Copyright Office 

• MMA Educational Materials | U.S. Copyright Office 

• The Music Licensing Collective (MLC) website 
 
 

Resources on Fair Use 

• Authors Guild v. Google — Google Books case (summary) 

• Warhol v. Goldsmith 
 

 Copyright Policy and Practice Updates 
 

Resources on Registration and Records 

• Registration processing times | U.S. Copyright Office 

• Changes to Deposit Requirements at the U.S. Copyright Office 

• Frequently asked questions | U.S. Copyright Office 
• Search Copyright Records: Copyright Public Records Portal | U.S. Copyright Office 

 
 

Resources on IT Modernization and Continuous Development 

• Copyright IT Modernization | U.S. Copyright Office 

• Copyright Public Modernization Committee | March 2, 2023 meeting 
• Copyright Public Modernization Committee Meeting | August 16, 2023 meeting 

• Copyright Public Modernization Committee Public Meeting | February 15, 2024 
meeting 

• Copyright Public Record System (CPRS) pilot 

• Electronic Recordation System - pilot 
• Digital Historical Public Record Books collection 

 

  
2:30-2:35 Q&A; Public Information and Education Updates 

 
Resources on Expanding Access to the Copyright System 

• Copyright for All: A top priority of the U.S. Copyright Office Strategic Plan 2022-2026 

• Women in the Copyright System – An Analysis of Women Authors in Copyright 
Registrations from 1978 to 2020 

• Copyright Office’s first chief economist 

• Learning Engine Video Series 
• Engage Your Creativity | U.S. Copyright Office 

https://www.copyright.gov/1201/2024/
https://www.copyright.gov/1201/2024/
https://www.copyright.gov/rulemaking/edeposit-access/
https://www.copyright.gov/rulemaking/mma-termination/
https://www.copyright.gov/title17/92appk.html
https://www.copyright.gov/music-modernization/
https://www.copyright.gov/music-modernization/educational-materials/
https://www.themlc.com/
https://www.copyright.gov/fair-use/summaries/authorsguild-google-2dcir2015.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/21-869.html
https://www.copyright.gov/registration/docs/processing-times-faqs.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/registration/docs/updates-on-deposit-requirements.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/help/faq/
https://www.copyright.gov/public-records/
https://www.copyright.gov/copyright-modernization/
https://newsroom.loc.gov/search?searchtext=Copyright%20Public%20Modernization%20Committee
https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-11040/
https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-11256/
https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-11256/
https://publicrecords.copyright.gov/detailed-record/29066434
https://www.copyright.gov/recordation/pilot/
https://www.copyright.gov/historic-records/
https://www.copyright.gov/policy/women-in-copyright-system/Women-in-the-Copyright-System.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/policy/women-in-copyright-system/Women-in-the-Copyright-System.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/newsnet/2022/956.html
https://www.copyright.gov/learning-engine/
https://www.copyright.gov/engage/
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• Circulars | U.S. Copyright Office 

• Involucre su creatividad | Engaging Your Creativity copyright resources available in 
Spanish 

• Partnerships and collaborations | Council for Inclusive Innovation (CI2) 

• Contact the Office | U.S. Copyright Office 

• Speaker Request Form | U.S. Copyright Office 

• Get news updates from the Office | U.S. Copyright Office 
• Follow the Office blog | Copyright: Creativity at Work (loc.gov) 
• Follow the Office on X: @CopyrightOffice 

• Follow the Office on LinkedIn: United States Copyright Office 

https://www.copyright.gov/circs/
https://www.copyright.gov/espanol/
https://www.copyright.gov/espanol/
https://www.uspto.gov/initiatives/equity/ci2
https://www.copyright.gov/help/
https://www.copyright.gov/forms/speaker-request.html
https://www.copyright.gov/subscribe/
https://blogs.loc.gov/copyright/
https://twitter.com/CopyrightOffice
https://www.linkedin.com/company/united-states-copyright-office/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/united-states-copyright-office/
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